Dear Editor:
The Banning Cultural Alliance (The Alliance) has a mandate from the City of Banning’s  Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) to promote downtown Banning and its businesses and to bring people downtown.  In the last 4 years we have successfully done all of the aforementioned.  The Alliance continues to move forward in a positive manner.  
 
On Saturday, November 21, 2009, the Alliance came together with other community organizations and businesses, the Chamber of Commerce, the Haven, the Fox and with the City of Banning to bring families and people downtown, for the 4th and very successful Phineas Festival.  The Alliance is proud to have created and sponsored the Phineas Festival. The Alliance will continue to bring new activities to downtown Banning and in cooperation with other businesses grow and improve them each year. 
 
We are not without critics, which unfortunately are not always correctly informed.  The following are the correct answers to some of their questions and statements.   
 
The Banning Woman’s Club deeded its building at 175 Hays Street to the Alliance (a non-profit 501©3 organization) for $1.   The City of Banning never owned the building and was not a party in the sale of the building to the Alliance.  
 
Artists of all caliber are displayed at the Banning Center for the Arts, a part of the Alliance.  In August/September of 2009, it was a pleasure to exhibit artwork by Council members past and present.  This exhibit was not funded by the City of Banning.   The Alliance refers to them as a sponsor on all advertisements as a courtesy for their general support.    
 
The Alliance currently leases the building located at 130 San Gorgonio St. from the City of Banning for an Art Gallery.  The leasing agreement was set up so that the rental payments would equal the payments on the building over the life of the loan.
 
The Alliance did not seek or take any funds from Liberty Energy nor endorse their development project.
 
The Alliance does not receive funds from the City of Banning’s General fund.  Grants to the Alliance are from the City of Banning CRA.  City services to residents are not impacted by these grants.
 
It needs to be pointed out that the Alliance’s contract with the CRA is not to bring businesses to Banning, but to bring people and activities to downtown Banning.  The Alliance is successful in fulfilling this contract.  The Alliance is working closely and will continue to work with and listen to downtown businesses.  As the economy and downtown area continue to grow and improve it is expected out of their own business interests, a Property and Business Improvement District (PBID) will be developed to serve all downtown businesses.
 
As agreed upon, the Alliance has created and produced through TV ads, newspaper ads and articles, and ads and articles in monthly publications to promote and market Banning’s downtown, it’s events and activities that thousands and thousands of people have come to enjoy in the downtown area. In lieu of billboard advertisement (as none were available locally at the time) the Alliance honored it's intentions for marketing with the CRA.  In doing so the Alliance met the intention, the scope of services agreement, and complied with the expenditures of such funds, as per the terms of the agreement with the CRA. 
 
Another untruth is that the Alliance has not been audited.    The Alliance was audited for fiscal year 2008 and the City of Banning has the audit.   It should also be correctly noted that the Alliance’s IRS 990 report on line 103 does show facility use income of $3,050 for the Woman’s Building.  The Alliance’s 2008, 990 will soon be displayed on the Alliance website. 
 
The Alliance has not received a million dollars plus from the City of Banning.  We received 3 grants totaling $514,500 for the 3 year period from July 2006 to June 2009.   We received $100,000 during that period of time for a facade grant for work on the historic Banning Woman’s Club Building.  We are currently receiving $131,500 for fiscal year 2009/2010.   All grants come from the CRA.  The grants (except for façade) are to bring people and activities through the arts to downtown Banning. 
 
The question has come up why are expenses for contractors and staff not separated.    Employed staff were paid $65, 872.  Contracted staff and contractors including maintenance and yard workers were paid $60,786.
 
Thank you to everyone we work with daily and for all the support we receive.  We are an organization of volunteers, a few paid staff all working to bring as much fun and doing as many good things in Banning and the Pass area as we possibly can.   Please come and join our efforts.
 
 
Karen Clavelot
President Banning Cultural Alliance
