Letters to the editor – Record Gazette October 7, 2011



I would like to take this opportunity to remind all of the voters in the Banning Unified School District of a very important election that we have coming up on Nov. 8, 2011, just a little over a month from now.

This  is to select board of trustee members for  the Banning Unified School District and although it will be the only election on the ballot it is nonetheless a very important one.

The future of our children’s education and the appropriate and efficient expenditure of our tax dollars will be determined by the outcome this election.

It is my hope that we will re-elect current board of education President Deborah Dukes for another term. Her first four years on the board have demonstrated her leadership skills in helping set the vision and direction of the district as well as her true love for the children (in) kindergarten through high school.

I have had the pleasure of working with Deborah for many years while I was working in the business world, as well as over the past 12 years since Ann and I have lived in Banning.

Deborah is a truly dedicated public servant who was born and raised in Banning, graduated from Banning schools and went on to receive her college bachelor’s degree.

All of us are concerned about increasing graduation rates and thus obviously reducing the high school drop out rate, while at the same time spending our tax dollars wisely, with the focus on the children and their teachers.  

Deborah helped oversee the expenditure and implementation of the bond money (which we as taxpayers authorized) to build the first and recently completed athletic complex at Banning High School.  

Deborah has worked for quality professional development for teachers, dual high school/college enrollment classes and a new technology and global communication lab.

This community needs to re-elect Deborah Dukes so that she can continue her outstanding efforts on our behalf.

Please remember to vote on Nov. 8 or through your absentee ballot.

Bob Botts,

